252                                            HOME

change, and whether the monster hotel and avenue are
preferable to the scheme of the fine old house preserved
and a broad road on either side of it.

Before the season was over we commenced a series of
visits to a number of relatives and friends on either side
of the family who hospitably expected my wife and myself.
In those days, being detained at home on duty, I was
drawing an ample salary, and my natural Ryvet extravagant
instincts suggested to me to do my journeyings in comfort.
1 had been much impressed with the idea that, to see Eng-
land properly, the best way was to drive or ride through
the country, and I had remembrance of my father's descrip-
tion of a carriage trip made by my mother and himself in
old days. Motor-cars are now making this enjoyable way of
travelling more than ever practicable. Thorne had provided
me with an excellent landau, to which had been attached a
removable rumble. I had it for years afterwards with me in
India, and it was the comfort of the life of my wife and
myself. It had sufficient room for four persons inside.
But it was comparatively light without the rumble, and
could be drawn by a single horse. So it was useful at
night in town as a brougham to go out to dinners or the
opera. This was our travelling carriage on our tour. My
wife had an excellent French maid, and I had been able to
secure an equally satisfactory footman-valet, which has ever
helped to make me sceptical, united as it is to much further
experience, as to the impossibility of the British servant ques-
tion. With these two in the rumble, and a pair of good
horses ridden by a postilion, harnessed to the carriage, my
wife and I commenced our travels along the English roads
of forty years ago, without any apprehension of motor-cars
and immeasurable dust. Our first stage was a short one
to Bentley Priory, Stanmore, then the property of our
kind old friends, Sir John and Lady Kelk. The house,
which had one time been the residence of the Queen
Dowager, I believe still exists as a hotel. The rooms and
grounds and all accessories were very beautiful, and not